In socially tolerant settings, na€ ıve individuals may have opportunities to interact jointly with knowledgeable demonstrators and novel tasks. This process is expected to facilitate social learning. Individual experience may also be important for reinforcing and honing socially acquired behaviours. We examined the role of joint interaction and individual experience in the acquisition of a novel foraging task in captive cottontop tamarins. The task involved learning how to locate and access two hidden food rewards from among 10 differently cued forage sites. Tamarins were tested in three different conditions: (1) individually, (2) while interacting with a na€ ıve mate, and (3) while interacting with a mate trained as a knowledgeable demonstrator. For tamarins tested with mates present, we interspersed social input test days with exposure to the task while alone. Tamarins were tested again 17 months after their last exposure to the task, to assess long-term memory. All tamarins tested with knowledgeable demonstrators solved the task. In contrast, tamarins tested alone or with na€ ıve mates had similarly high levels of neophobia and low levels of task acquisition. We conclude that joint interaction occurs in mated pairs of cottontop tamarins and facilitates the spread of novel behaviour. Interspersing test days with a knowledgeable demonstrator present and test days alone with the task helped tamarins to achieve the ultimate goal of the task: obtaining food rewards. Tamarins performed similarly when tested 17 months later, regardless of their initial learning environment. Tamarins had memory deficits for the location of hidden food rewards, but retained memory of the necessary motor actions and solved the task.
In socially tolerant settings, na€ ıve individuals may have opportunities to interact jointly with knowledgeable demonstrators and novel tasks. This process is expected to facilitate social learning. Individual experience may also be important for reinforcing and honing socially acquired behaviours. We examined the role of joint interaction and individual experience in the acquisition of a novel foraging task in captive cottontop tamarins. The task involved learning how to locate and access two hidden food rewards from among 10 differently cued forage sites. Tamarins were tested in three different conditions: (1) individually, (2) while interacting with a na€ ıve mate, and (3) while interacting with a mate trained as a knowledgeable demonstrator. For tamarins tested with mates present, we interspersed social input test days with exposure to the task while alone. Tamarins were tested again 17 months after their last exposure to the task, to assess long-term memory. All tamarins tested with knowledgeable demonstrators solved the task. In contrast, tamarins tested alone or with na€ ıve mates had similarly high levels of neophobia and low levels of task acquisition. We conclude that joint interaction occurs in mated pairs of cottontop tamarins and facilitates the spread of novel behaviour. Interspersing test days with a knowledgeable demonstrator present and test days alone with the task helped tamarins to achieve the ultimate goal of the task: obtaining food rewards. Tamarins performed similarly when tested 17 months later, regardless of their initial learning environment. Tamarins had memory deficits for the location of hidden food rewards, but retained memory of the necessary motor actions and solved the task. In natural settings, the type and degree of social input available to na€ ıve individuals can vary greatly, from indirect cues reflecting a conspecific's previous activities to direct observation of a conspecific engaged in a foraging behaviour (Coussi-Korbel & Fragaszy 1995) .
In social settings characterized by high levels of social tolerance, na€ ıve individuals may have opportunities to observe a knowledgeable demonstrator performing a novel foraging behaviour, while simultaneously interacting with the demonstrator and with features of the novel task (Coussi-Korbel & Fragaszy 1995; Fritz & Kotrschal 1999; Caldwell & Whiten 2003) . These situations have been referred to as coaction (Fragaszy & Visalberghi 1989) and joint interaction (Caldwell & Whiten 2003) . In this paper, we use the term 'joint interaction' to refer to this type of social input. Joint interaction is expected to promote the acquisition of complex behaviour requiring close-range observation and practise during learning (Fragaszy & Visalberghi 1989; Caldwell & Whiten 2003) . Caldwell & Whiten (2003) proposed three ways that joint interaction may facilitate learning: (1) social support may reduce neophobia, (2) close social interaction with a knowledgeable demonstrator may aid in learning about specific actions related to the task and (3) opportunities to scrounge food rewards may be important for stimulating interest in the task and promoting individual learning.
In the context of foraging behaviour, spacing patterns and competitive interactions are expected to limit opportunities for joint interaction in many species to only
